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I would like to start out by wishing everyone here today a very happy and healthy new year. It’s 
fantastic to see such a large turnout today as we start 2016. 
 
It goes without saying that I could not have made it here today without the support of my family. 
My wife June has been a rock from day one. My children Michael, Tommy, and Samantha have been 
there to help and support their dad the whole way through. 
 
I am fortunate to have my Mom here today, Gloria, my brothers John and Mark, to join in this special 
day. And I know Dad is looking down today with a big smile on his face. 
 
Mom and Dad moved to Riverdale 60 years ago – straight from Brooklyn, NY. For them, moving to 
Riverdale was like moving to a wilderness in the middle of nowhere. Little did they know that 
Riverdale would become the center of our family’s history.  
 
Just as Mom and Dad chose to make Riverdale their home, June and I did the very same thing. And 
looking around the room, I see that our story is just like many of yours. We all share a common bond 
– this small American town we call home. Our town - Riverdale. 
 
Over the past 60 years, we have seen many changes in Riverdale. Our small town has grown, but our 
small town spirit has never changed. Riverdale has always been known to be a stabile community. 
And what’s quite amazing is that today marks only the third new mayor in Riverdale in the past 39 
years. 
 
I know that making a change is never easy. The secure thing to do is keep the status quo. But 
Riverdale has decided to make a change, thus starting another new chapter is our history. So now it 
becomes my responsibility to make sure that this change is for the better. In this I have no doubt. 
 
I am proud to sit beside these fine public servants on the governing body. Each of them bring their 
own life experience, expertise, and love of Riverdale to the table. All of them devoted to make 
Riverdale the best it can be. I am certain that together we will make all of you proud. 
 
 



 
As we begin 2016, let me highlight some of the challenges that lie ahead.  
 
• Keeping our first responders well trained and equipped.  

Simply put, we have the best of the best. 
• Developing long-term strategies for road improvements. 
• Moving forward with the expansion of our sewer system. 
• Using technology to streamline all of our processes. 
• Increasing our means of communication through website upgrades, social media, and 

televised meetings. 
 
We must face all of these challenges head on, while keeping our taxes the lowest they can be. 
 
So today starts a new era in Riverdale . . . 
 
This new era in Riverdale starts –  
With a commitment from all of us, to bring teamwork, transparency, increased communication, and 
solid objectives to move our community forward. 
 
This new era in Riverdale starts –  
With all of us here together, with the highest of expectations, the most ambitious of goals, and this 
common bond – our love of Riverdale. 
 
This new era in Riverdale starts –  
With all of these things. 
 
But more importantly,  
This new era in Riverdale starts –  
With a Mayor who truly understands the honor and responsibility that has been given to me. 
 
This new era in Riverdale starts – 
Right now. 
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